
Forest Motel Walking Tours Information 
Our tours officially started on September 5th, and they will continue happening every Friday and Saturday in 
September and October. 
 
Friday Tours start at 11:00 am 
Saturday Tours start at 9:30 am and 1:30 pm 
  
There will be a maximum of 10 people per tour. We can provide a private tour for large families or social circles, 
please contact us directly to book. 
   
If you register for a morning tour, your lunch will be provided after the tour ends. If you sign up for the afternoon 
tour, your lunch will be provided before the tour begins. 
  
The cost is approximately $40 plus HST, included with a knowledgeable guide, a brown-bag lunch to enjoy by the 
lake, and access to the grounds after the tour ends (excluding amenities). For all guests, the cost is discounted to 
$35 plus HST. 
  
These tours will happen rain or shine, so bring weather-permitting clothing! In the case of thunderstorms, we will 
have to cancel the tour and can re-book you into a future tour.  
  
Our Commitment to the Health and Safety of our Staff, Guests, and Customers 
  
If you're experiencing any of the following symptoms, have recently travelled, or have come into contact with 
someone who has had COVID-19 within the last two weeks, please do not attend a tour. Contact us immediately 
and we can cancel your booking. The safety of our staff and guests is our top priority, as we try to adapt to all the 
on-going changes.  

• Fever above 38 C 

• New or worsening cough 

• Sore throat 

• Runny nose 

• Headache 

• Shortness of breath 

• New onset fatigue 

• New onset muscle pain 

• Diarrhea 

• Loss of taste or smell 

• Conjunctivitis 
  
As part of our safety protocol, we will ensure everyone uses hand sanitizer before and after the tour. We will also 
provide masks if guests feel more comfortable wearing them, but we do recommend bringing your own. Our guide 
will ensure that proper safety measures are adhered, and we have a large enough property to ensure each group is 
social distancing with other to enhance our health and safety during the tour. 
  
What to Bring: 

• Water bottle 

• Sunscreen 

• Bug spray 

• Hiking Shoes and Long Socks 

• Long Pants 

• Hat 

• Optional:  
o Binoculars  
o Microscopes 



Guided Tour Schedule 
  

1. Meet at the motel, give a run-down of the schedule and safety measures, and begin the tour! 
  

2. Our first stop is the Shorty Trail, our look-out point, where you'll first learn about the railway company 
and the '7 Bridges Story'. 

  
3. Begin walking down forest road where you'll get a brief explanation on the history of the road, 

wetlands, and the multiple species who inhibit it. 
  

4. We begin the tour with an exploration down our longest trail on the tour, the Avon trail. This is where 
we will encounter several flora and fauna species rare to Perth County, and get to see the oldest Silver 
Maple in the area (or so we think!) 

  
5. We encounter our first informational sign where we learn all about the original landowner of the 

property, Bill McCarthy, and his legacy that he carries on. 
  

6. We begin to explore the man-made trails on our property. A hike through train track trail allows us to learn 
about the multiple tree species, groundcover, berries, and poison ivy (from a distance, of course!) 

  
7. We encounter an intersection of Acorn Alley trail, where our exploration continues on as we get more in-

depth about the importance of maple and pine tree species. 
  

8. The last trail of the day continues at the back of the property, where the multiple, and most interesting, tree 
and plant species are placed (We save the best for last!) 

  
9. The end of the McCarthy Lake Trail gives us a close encounter to the marshlands and the aquatic and aviary 

species in it. If we're lucky, we'll even catch a glimpse of the Blue Heron! 
  

10. Our second informational sign of the tour gives you the opportunity to learn all about the history of the 
property and its connection with the grand trunk railway company in the 1800s. You'll even get to see some 
original artifacts used during that time!  

  
11. Our last and final stop is a fan favorite, the swans of Stratford! This stop gives a detailed history of the swans 

at the motel, the program in Stratford, and how it all started. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 


